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GERALDTON � HOUSING NEEDS 
Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [10.02 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Housing and Works and 
concerns future housing needs in Geraldton. As the minister knows, my electorate is undergoing a steady 
population increase. I expect that the population will increase considerably when the go-ahead is given to the 
port of Oakajee, its railway lines and the mines coming into production that will feed it. I note that Sinosteel is in 
the last stages of approval for mining at Morawa. I also note the announcement made yesterday by Gindalbie 
Metals and the story mentioned in The West Australian this morning about two-staging the development of the 
Oakajee port, which will bring the development forward. 

Of course we expect that people involved in these industries could afford their own housing. However, we must 
bear in mind that Geraldton is an old town and my concern is that people who cannot afford to pay a lot more for 
housing will find themselves squeezed out of the area. We also face population growth from the Australian 
Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder/Square Kilometre Array�ASKAP/SKA�tourist developments in the 
Abrolhos Islands, some additional mineral processing and increasing the depth in our education offerings. 
Currently, Homeswest in Geraldton has a priority waiting list for about 100 homes, which means a wait for about 
a year. The normal waiting list is about 500, with a wait of about five years. I appreciate that our government has 
brought forward the proposed Beachlands development; it is greatly appreciated and I would like an update on 
that. I welcome the minister�s social housing task force. I hope that its findings can be implemented as soon as 
possible and I look forward to a briefing on that as well. 

I would like to mention one part of Geraldton that does offer genuine low-cost housing; namely, Point Moore. 
Point Moore comprises simple beach cottages on leasehold blocks of 300 square metres. Unfortunately, the City 
of Geraldton-Greenough has massively increased the annual lease payments, which has impacted greatly on 
those who live there. This is on top of the rates that they already pay to the city council. This could be a useful 
model for the future, but I ask the minister to make sure that the annual lease payment decision is not left in the 
hands of local government; otherwise we will find ourselves creating an area for low-cost housing that the local 
government authority sees as another milk cow for it to attack, which is what has happened in the City of 
Geraldton-Greenough. 
I have also been trying to help the Anglican Diocese of North West Australia make use of a piece of crown land 
at the rear of the Bluff Point parish to build retirement housing. The diocese found a private developer who was 
prepared to build retirement housing for approximately 70 people on the land, at no cost to the government. This 
development would have freed up other housing in the city. I have had no luck, due to the inability to freehold 
the land since the diocese cannot afford it. The land therefore sits empty�apart from a few wattle trees and a 
few rabbits occupying it�and everyone loses. Perhaps the minister�s people can help us on this. 

There is a large portion of land at Waggrakine to the north of Chapman Valley Road. The next stage to be 
developed will exceed the sewerage capacity. This will be affordable land and is the most accessible land to 
Oakajee. Unfortunately, the Water Corporation cannot complete the next stage of sewerage. The developer 
would be prepared to do it, except that everybody else could then plug into his sewerage line, the water authority 
would take money off them to do it and he would get nothing back. The city council would be prepared to do it 
as long as there was some kind of mechanism to be repaid. Once again I ask that the minister�s people look at 
this and help us make it happen. 

As a part of the Oakajee development, there will be a large construction camp. I have asked Oakajee Port and 
Rail whether some kind of development is possible so that when construction is finished it could become normal 
housing. I also ask the minister whether there are some examples of this having been done in the past. 

I am convinced that the mid-west and Geraldton face an exciting future. However, I worry a lot that lower 
income people will be squeezed out of the housing market. They would mostly be people who have lived there 
for most of their lives, and in many cases their families would have been there for generations. We are not 
creating a new town and new industries; we are simply creating new industries near an old town. Measures I 
have tried to take to increase the supply of housing have ended up mostly in bureaucratic deadlocks. Specifically, 
I ask that we find a way forward for this land at Bluff Point and the sewerage line at Waggrakine, and that, with 
the release of the coming report on social housing, we make Geraldton a priority and a model for the rest of the 
state. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse � Minister for Housing and Works) [10.07 am]: I thank the member for 
Geraldton for raising this issue. I have visited Geraldton a couple of times since we formed government last year 
and I am well aware that this is an issue of significance not only to the member for Geraldton, but also to the 
broader community. In fact, on one of our visits there we attended the local Department of Housing office to 
have a look at the board there. The number of people on the waitlist there, of course, caused me concern.  
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As the member rightly pointed out, Geraldton faces a number of challenges. There are some short-term 
challenges�I do not need to go into all of these�basically around the people who are currently on the waiting 
list in Geraldton, and some more medium to long-term challenges around accommodating the tremendous 
growth and unlocking the potential that the mid-west will yield for Geraldton. In fact, I was there recently 
talking to people at the City of Geraldton-Greenough. They have a vision that I think is eminently achievable. If 
we look at regional cities around Australia, the one city more than any other that they see Geraldton developing 
along the lines of is Darwin. These are very exciting opportunities for Geraldton, but also, as the member for 
Geraldton rightly pointed out, there is a significant downside. There is a risk that we will see crowding in 
Geraldton like we have seen in other regional centres, such as Karratha, if we do not plan and get ahead of the 
impact of this wave of economic prosperity. That is the responsibility of the City of Geraldton-Greenough, it is 
the responsibility of the state and it is the responsibility of the private sector. When we were up there, the 
Premier outlined very clearly that we would work with the local government in relation to that. 

I want to touch on some of the specific points that the member has raised, and I thank the member again for 
raising them. He pointed out the fact that there is a significant social housing waiting list in Geraldton. There are 
currently significant social housing waiting lists right across Western Australia. It is a great challenge to us as a 
government and more broadly to us as a society. Why is that the case? It is the case because of economic 
circumstances. Often, people who have lost work or whose incomes from their existing work have dropped find 
themselves under housing stress. Why is it the case? I think in some cases it is because the price of houses has 
gone up significantly in recent years and rents have moved up and people are therefore finding it more difficult 
to find affordable housing. Geraldton, because of its potential, is attracting more people than might otherwise 
have been the case. All of these things have created this perfect storm around social housing.  

I will quickly let members know of some of the initiatives the government is introducing to Geraldton. Firstly, in 
the current financial year, 2009-10, we have committed to build 29 social housing units in Geraldton. In the two 
preceding years there was a total of 20 dwellings built. There has been a step-up in terms of activity and building 
of social housing dwellings. Twenty-nine, of course, does not go nearly far enough to solve the challenges. We 
are currently working through and finalising stage 2 of the commonwealth�s economic stimulus package in and 
around housing. That package saw our state receive $600 million. That will now drop towards $500 million 
because of some changes. The figure is yet to be finalised. There is a plan to build somewhere between 50 and 
100 additional social housing dwellings in Geraldton. That number will be confirmed in the near future. I am 
sure that would be much appreciated by not only the people who get access to those units but also members of 
the local building industry, whom we also met during our visits to Geraldton.  

I can inform members that around $3.5 million has been made available to upgrade social housing in and around 
Geraldton. Of that, $3.38 million will go towards upgrades, and about $160 million will go towards dealing with 
asbestos issues in social housing dwellings. Thus far, $1 million has been spent. If we are able to bring all of that 
to fruition over the next couple of years, I expect we will see at least an additional 100 social housing dwellings 
in the Geraldton area and significant upgrades to a large number of existing houses.  

We visited Beachlands. The member for Geraldton discussed his frustrations with me regarding Beachlands, 
which is a part of Geraldton. It is behind the wheat silos, I think it is fair to say, in the port area. It is very central; 
it is walking distance to town�a great location. Most of the land, except a few blocks, is owned by the 
Department of Housing. Nothing happened there for a long time. Beachlands is now moving forward. The 
ultimate lot yield at Beachlands will be about 52 lots. Those lots are not all going to be owned by the Department 
of Housing, but some of them, in particular the five grouped or multiple lots, will be. I do not have exact time 
lines but I can get that information for the member. As the member is aware, historically Beachlands has been 
held up by a lack of access to sewerage. I have asked the department to look at staging the development so that it 
can generate some income to push the sewerage through into that suburb. Hopefully, Beachlands will come on 
stream.  

The member for Geraldton raised the issue of Point Moore, which of course, in terms of Geraldton, is the next 
place out once we go past the port from Beachlands. I do not have a lot of information at hand in relation to 
Point Moore but I am very happy to correspond with the City of Geraldton-Greenough to follow that up on the 
member�s behalf. The member spoke of the social housing task force. One of the ways we can quickly get social 
housing made available for people is to work in partnership with local governments. I would be very happy to 
engage in a process with the City of Geraldton-Greenough to understand what we can do in and around 
Point Moore. I understand that there are some other broader issues around longer term security of tenure. I think 
we need to clarify all of those issues.  

I now refer to the Anglican Church�s desire to build a retirement complex in the region. I am pretty sure that, at 
the community lunch, I sat next to the Anglican bishop. I am reasonably sure that he raised this with me a couple 
of times. I am happy to proactively work with the member for Geraldton to engage with the Anglican Church to 
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see what we can do. These are the sorts of partnerships that we have to embrace if we are to solve the social 
housing dilemma. We will never solve it off our own bats.  

The final point the member raised was the Waggrakine land development. I am aware of the challenges around 
getting sewerage to Waggrakine. I do not have any other additional information on what the Water Corporation 
is looking to do there. It is certainly something that has been drawn to our attention.  

I thank the member for his representations on behalf of the people of Geraldton. It would be fair to say in 
summary that things are happening in the short to medium term to get more properties in Geraldton. The 
strategic issues the member raised are issues that I am very happy to work with him to address, in particular 
around Point Moore, making sure we finish what we set out to do in Beachlands, and working with the Anglican 
community to deliver that retirement project.  
 


